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Part I 

Philosophy of Teaching Economics 

This is the first and foremost challenge of teaching; keeping students interested and 

engaged.  I also believe preparation is not everything, but I it is a major part of teaching.  

If learning can be fun, it should be. For me, it's not hard to find enjoyment in sharing and 

discussing economic topics with students which I know the students use in the real 

world in years to come.   

Teaching economics is inherently concerned with everyday life skills and behavior, even 

life’s the most basic concepts, like supply and demand.  I like to incorporate classroom 

activities, such as the stock market trading simulation and the online Economic 

Challenge and the Stock Market simulation.  I believe putting students in the roles of 

market traders or decision makers allows them to understand economics in a way that a 

mathematical proof may not offer.   

Technology is changing how we learn and I'm a firm believer in integrating new 

technology into my classroom.  Generation iRevolution can provide educators and 

students with more efficient assessments.  Approaching material from different 

viewpoints, whether it be through interactive technology, classroom activities, or the 

Socratic method, is something I believe is valuable to students and meets their various 

learning styles and multiple intelligences. 

Because I view students as unique individuals with different sets of beliefs, 



Learning styles, and skills and abilities, I try to create an inclusive learning environment 

by addressing different needs in the classroom through variety of platforms, Online 

Economics Challenge or the independent lessons on personal finance in Gen 

iRevolution. 

I believe great teachers do more than just transfer knowledge to their students.  I 

believe that the transfer of knowledge from teacher to student should also be mutually 

beneficial. They can make you want to succeed; they can change perspectives; and 

they can inspire you, while you inspire them to higher academic levels while developing 

everyday economic skills.  I aspired to be a strong, caring teacher; aspiring was the 

easy part, I had to work to gain new knowledge and skills constantly to support the goal. 

 Acquiring effective teaching qualities is not difficult, but I firmly believe continuing to 

learn from professional experiences, coupled with hard work can allow one person to  

become an effective, even great, teacher through materials and professional 

development workshops MSCEE has given me over the past ten plus years. 

I admire effective teachers and their willingness to engage students within the 

classroom environment and their ability to translate concepts learned in class to issues 

that are relevant in contemporary society.  One of the fundamental principles that guide 

my teaching style is the idea that students need to be active participants in their own 

learning. 

In my personal finance lessons, students learned about the efficient markets hypothesis 

by working together to developed a class portfolio" of securities, and tracked this 

portfolio throughout the semester while we played with Stock Market. Using these types 

of techniques encourages students to think more deeply about the issues presented in 



class and helps them avoid the temptation to simply memorize answers in the hopes of 

getting a good grade. 

One of my primary goals as a teacher of economics is to prepare students for future 

careers by developing their ability to think critically and providing them with a set of 

economic tools by which they can analyze the world around them in a logical way. 

Employing these active learning strategies and encouraging student involvement are 

ways in which I can fully expect to accomplish that goal.  I found that these materials 

have helped to keep a wide variety of students engaged and interested in the economic 

concepts presented. 

By giving students slightly less material but teaching them to think critically about 

concepts, students are able to develop a basic set of economic skills that they will 

continue to use for the rest of their lives. This approach is most beneficial when learning 

objectives are made clear to students early on in the educational process, and later in 

their community service.  I hope I promote independent learners who are able to take 

responsibility for their role in the educational process. 

As a teacher, I strive to foster independent and creative thinking, challenge students to 

apply concepts they have learned to real world problems, foster collaboration, and 

encourage respect for alternative points of view. 

To achieve my teaching goals, I rely on different teaching techniques which recognize 

the diversity of students and learning styles.  I strive to cultivate an enthusiasm for the 

study of economics and believe that students will be excited by material that is 

meaningful to them.  In order to know what is relevant to them, I talk to students about 

their interests and future plans. 



I assign students problem sets that extend the concepts and tools learned in class to 

new and interesting settings. I encourage students to respectfully share their thoughts 

during in-class presentations and foster an environment where mutual respect is the 

norm. I lead by example, listening carefully to each student, praising his or her efforts 

and providing constructive criticism when necessary. 

I recognize that as a teacher I have the responsibility to constantly find ways to improve 

in order to effectively help students acquire knew knowledge and skills. 

I continually participate in training courses in economic pedagogy in MSCEE 

workshops,  

My intellectually gifted classes are 95% Caucasian, 1% African American, 2% Asian,  

and 2%Hispanic.  The Bay Waveland School District has 

Part II 

I chose to participate in the Elder Fraud Teens Teaching Seniors.  My school librarian 

and I attend the summer Focus Workshop in Bay Saint Louis in 2013.  We decided after 

the workshop presentation to do this project with my sixth grade intellectually gifted 

students in connection with participants from the Hancock County Senior Citizens 

Center in Bay Saint Louis.  

Lessons Description 

 I taught my sixth grade students lessons on “ ID Theft and Account Fraud” which 

included a “Test Your Knowledge About Theft and Account Fraud Quiz and “Common 

Scams Affecting Elders” which taught the students about 15 types of fraud that 

occurand student role plays adapted  from lessons on the Internet.  The last lesson was 

based Moneywi$e ” Elder Fraud: Con Games the Target Seniors” and Fraud Bingo.  



After I concluded these lessons the students in group of 4 had to research and develop 

a PowerPoint to be used as one of the two Senior Citizens Elder Fraud workshops we 

had agreed to present at our school.  Two other teachers judged the seven 

PowerPoints.  According to a rubric they used in their classrooms.  This group would 

work with the librarian and me to refine their presentation over a three week period, one 

hour per day. 

 

  



Part II 

Economic Content Strands and 8th Grade Benchmarks 

Standard 1 Earning Income – 2, 5, 7, 9, 10, 11 

Standard II   Buying Goods and Services -  3, 4 

Standard IV Using Credit – 1, 3, 4, 7 

Standard V   Financial Investing – 1, 4, 6, 7 

Standard VI   Protecting and Insuring – 1, 4, 7, 8 

Social Studies Frameworks Economics Strand – 4.  A, b, c, d 

Economic, Personal Finance or Entrepreneurship Standards 

Literacy Standards – Key Idea and Details – 1, 2, 3 

Craft and Structure – 4, 5, 6 

Integrated Knowledge and Ideas – 7, 8 

Time Required 

Lesson 1 – 2-3 class periods 

Lesson 2 -3 class periods 

Lesson 3 - 2-3 class periods 

Materials 

Lesson 1   Moneywi$e Leader Guide, ID Theft Quiz 

Lesson 2  Elder Victimization handout, Role Play scenarios, Elder Fraud  Look Out for 

Scams, Elder Fraud:  Con Games the Target Seniors  

 

 

 



Part III   Documented Success 

The first lesson with the students began seeing a poster on our Promethean Board.  It is 

shown on the following page.   I asked the questions,” Would you want someone to trick 

your grandparents out of their retirement or savings money?”   “Have you ever heard of 

someone giving money to a person for work at their house and the work was not done?” 

The students read the title and the remarks and we discussed each one.  Several 

students talked about friends of parents/grandparents and neighbors who tell stories 

about being cheated after Katrina.  One student said his mother had been though 

Identity Theft because of buying on line and being hacked.  I showed the student the 

graph that follows in two pages and we discussed the possible reasons for the drastic 

increase in population for people over 65. 

The class objectives for this lesson were to understand: 

* damage caused by ID theft and account fraud;  

*how ID theft and account fraud happen; 

*how to protect your personal information to avoid becoming a victim; 

*how to recognize when fraud has happened to you; 

*what are your responsibilities for fraud debts; 

*what resources are available to you s victims and consumers. 

We took the ID Theft and Account Fraud quiz as a pre-test. 

Next we reviewed the ID Theft Prevention Checklist to see what we as students could 

do now and what we should show our relatives.  Discussion questions:  Do you think 

that identify theft is increasing or decreasing?  (It is increasing.)  Is there a typical victim 

of identity theft? (No.  Victims now include everyone from babies to senior citizens- even 



some have been dead.  The students were told that the most common type of identity 

involves stealing victim’s identities in order to apply for federal benefits, like Medicare 

and Medicare.  Common are cases in which thieves use credit card data, unknowing 

supplied by the consumer to make unauthorized purchases.  People even steal medical 

cards and prescription bottles under someone else’s name and bill you insurance 

company. 

There are some key points to remember about identity theft and account fraud.  There 

are many ways for thieves to use the personal information they steal.  Credit monitoring, 

fraud alerts and credit freezes have gotten harder to detect. 

What is” familiar fraud”?  (Wait for answer.  Familiar fraud is when the victim knows the 

ID thief-a roommate that steals your credit card or a relative who gets your social 

security or social media has seen a large increase in ID theft because of its openness.  

The victim knows the ID thief-a roommate that steals your credit card or a relative who 

gets your social security or social media has seen a large increase in ID theft because 

of its openness.)  I told the students they could lessen the chance of being a victim by 

doing things  like password your computer and mobile devices, shredding your mail, 

and hiding your keypad at the bank when withdrawing from the ATM. 

I give the students examples of potential costs of ID theft and the toll it takes on victims.  

(This information is on several of the Internet sites I used.  It is the victim’s right to not 

be held responsible for the debt.  Make sure you report it as early as possible. 

The effects of ID theft can be one of three kinds:  financial, emotional, and legal.  

Victims lose hours of their time trying to straighten out problems that were created.  

Sometimes after going through hassle after hassle, they just pay the charge.ID theft can 



take a toll on a person emotionally as a result of the stress caused by collection 

agencies calling to collect or rejected job applications.  It often results in missed 

opportunities, higher cost for credit, and affect  job performance.  Occasionally, victims 

have mistakenly been arrested. 

I have 6 computers in my room, so I asked to go online and find an article about ID 

theft, print it out, read it, and present it to the class.   I reminded students about internet 

safety.  Watch out for people online asking for personal information.  Take threats on 

the computer seriously.  Employers and ID thieves check social media for information, 

so it is a good idea to be careful what you share and with whom. Some students even 

cited ways to avoid the problem having been a victim.   

Closure   Name three things you are going to do differently to protect yourself against ID 

theft. 

Assessment     We followed that with the Savvy Consumer Quiz.  We also completed 

the ID Theft Quiz to reinforce the concepts in a fun way.  Several items I used in this 

lesson over several days follow in this lesson.  Sources are listed in the bibliography. 

 

  



   

 
 

  



  



  



  



 

  



  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



Lesson 2 
Warning Signs of Fraud 
I began this lesson in lecture mode.  Students discussed what they learned yesterday 
 
 and had shared parents’ reactions.  
 
We did Cloze Reading of the Elder Victimization as a group.  We talked about new  
 
Vocabulary when we divided the passage into small bites.  As an assessment, I asked     
 
them to write their interpretation of each of the three graphs. 
 
 I had written these words on the board: “Phishing”,  
 
Nigerian Letters, Canadian Lottery, Sweepstakes like Publisher’s Clearing House,  
 
Telemarketing scams, travel scams, charity scams, Real Estate Fraud, Contractor  
 
fraud, Pyramid schemes, and Burial and Funeral fraud. 
 
Read three scenarios from Moneywi$e Elder Fraud Leader’s Guide.  The first was  
 
about criminals targeting seniors citizens because of generalizations.  They usually  
 
support charities, the seniors are afraid to report scam because they fear they will lose  
 
more independence, and often the seniors are isolated.  Following the scenario we  
 
made a list on chart paper to write warning signs of fraudulent  activity. 
 
The next scenario was about a caller who was a big winner in a prize promotion.  All  
 
she had to do was give the caller her bank account or credit card number.  I asked  
 
students what’s wrong with this and by now they had plenty of suggestions.  One  
 
student said his dad told him those people who get similar calls are on a “sucker list”.   
 
This is a list of people that con-artist swap names on to give each other leads. 
 
Closure  The final scenario was about a group raining money for firefighters.  Many 
solicitations  
 
like this are made by dishonest professional fundraisers.  They are often persistent and  
 
state falsely that if your house catches on fire, you might not be saved if you do not  



 
give.  The students really got worked up over this one because it hit close to home. 
 
(These scenarios and others are include in the Moneywi$e Elder Fraud information on  
 
the internet. 
 
Assessment     The n we played elder fraud role play (directions are in this lesson  
packet.)  Student worked in small group and participated in role plays about home  
 
improvement, a travel scam, fake emergency appeal, and a claim your prize phone  
 
scam.  (After each scenario I asked these questions.)  What did the consumer do  
 
wrong?  What else could have gone wrong?  What could the consumer do to make the  
 
situation turn out better? What, if any, recourse does the consumer have? 
 
As a extension in this activity, the groups wrote their own scenarios. 
 
I have included only a few situations that occur.  When this lesson was presented to the  
 
seniors, they wanted to take my notes home with them for protection.  We later sent set  
 
of this lesson to the Center and they could pick up copies. 
 
  



 
 
  



 



  

 

 

 

  



 
 

  





  



Lesson3 
Let’s have a Little Fun and Show what WE Know 
 
Everybody knows that all “old People” like to play bingo.  I include this older lesson from 
Moneywi$e 

Fraud Bingo Game 

Published: Wednesday, September 12, 2007  

Consumer Action's Fraud Bingo is a fun activity you can use in your trainings. 

Fraud Bingo was developed by Consumer Action's outreach and training staff for use in trainings 

and workshops. The game and instructions can be downloaded as a PDF from the "Download" 

field below. 

The game can be used alone or with Consumer Action's MoneyWi$e Elder Fraud training 

module.  

To view all Consumer Action fraud prevention related publications, go to our Frauds and Scams 

section. 

Note: Please make sure you set your printer to print out the first four (1-4) pages in "portrait" 

mode on 8.5" X 11" paper, and the remaining pages (5-29) in "landscape" mode on 8.5" X 

14" (legal) paper. 

Download PDF 

Fraud Bingo Game (fraud_bingo.pdf) 

Tags/Keywords 

scams, fraud, training, outreach, training tools, best practices, train-the-trainer, elder fraud, senior 

scams 

Fraud Bingo Game 

Published: Wednesday, September 12, 2007  

Consumer Action's Fraud Bingo is a fun activity you can use in your trainings. 

Fraud Bingo was developed by Consumer Action's outreach and training staff for use in trainings 

and workshops. The game and instructions can be downloaded as a PDF from the "Download" 

field below. 

http://www.consumer-action.org/modules/module_elder_fraud
http://www.consumer-action.org/modules/module_elder_fraud
http://www.consumer-action.org/english/library/C35
http://www.consumer-action.org/english/library/C35
http://www.consumer-action.org/downloads/outreach/fraud_bingo.pdf
http://www.consumer-action.org/index.php/search/tags/tag/scams
http://www.consumer-action.org/index.php/search/tags/tag/fraud
http://www.consumer-action.org/index.php/search/tags/tag/training
http://www.consumer-action.org/index.php/search/tags/tag/outreach
http://www.consumer-action.org/index.php/search/tags/tag/training+tools
http://www.consumer-action.org/index.php/search/tags/tag/best+practices
http://www.consumer-action.org/index.php/search/tags/tag/train-the-trainer
http://www.consumer-action.org/index.php/search/tags/tag/elder+fraud
http://www.consumer-action.org/index.php/search/tags/tag/senior+scams
http://www.consumer-action.org/index.php/search/tags/tag/senior+scams


The game can be used alone or with Consumer Action's MoneyWi$e Elder Fraud training 

module.  

To view all Consumer Action fraud prevention related publications, go to our Frauds and Scams 

section. 

Note: Please make sure you set your printer to print out the first four (1-4) pages in "portrait"  

mode on 8.5" X 11" paper, and the remaining pages (5-29) in "landscape" mode on 8.5" X  

14" (legal) paper. 

Download PDF 

Fraud Bingo Game (fraud_bingo.pdf) 

Tags/Keywords 

scams, fraud, training, outreach, training tools, best practices, train-the-trainer, elder fraud, senior 

scams 

Consumer Action’s Fraud Bingo is a fun activity for young and old.  There are clue cards with a  

letter on top-just like real Bingo.  It is easy for the teacher to follow. 

The Con Games the Target Seniors is full of information similar to that presented in lesson 2.   

Closure   My student did role plays for each one without telling the rest of the class what the  

scheme or  scam was taking place.   

Assessment   They gave each team that guessed a scenario and named it a point.  The team with  

the most points got a FireBall or Jolly Rancher. 

 

  

http://www.consumer-action.org/modules/module_elder_fraud
http://www.consumer-action.org/modules/module_elder_fraud
http://www.consumer-action.org/english/library/C35
http://www.consumer-action.org/english/library/C35
http://www.consumer-action.org/downloads/outreach/fraud_bingo.pdf
http://www.consumer-action.org/index.php/search/tags/tag/scams
http://www.consumer-action.org/index.php/search/tags/tag/fraud
http://www.consumer-action.org/index.php/search/tags/tag/training
http://www.consumer-action.org/index.php/search/tags/tag/outreach
http://www.consumer-action.org/index.php/search/tags/tag/training+tools
http://www.consumer-action.org/index.php/search/tags/tag/best+practices
http://www.consumer-action.org/index.php/search/tags/tag/train-the-trainer
http://www.consumer-action.org/index.php/search/tags/tag/elder+fraud
http://www.consumer-action.org/index.php/search/tags/tag/senior+scams
http://www.consumer-action.org/index.php/search/tags/tag/senior+scams


  



After all these lessons and games were completed, I asked my student in each class to  
 
get in groups of 4 or 5 and research all kinds of elder fraud on the internet.  Each class  
 
presented their Powerpoint and presentation to two teachers who used a rubric to score  
 
them.   One group was chosen best and Mrs. Pittman, the librarian, and I worked with  
 
the group for three weeks to refine their presentation for the approximately 15 senior  
 
citizens who were attending our series of presentations.  I have included one of the  
 
evalutions along with pictures of the students serving refreshments to the Center  
 
Assistant Director who helped with logistics.  The PowerPoint is included, just click on  
 
the globe.  A single page is included. 
A list of concepts that I presented during second semester has been added. 
  



 
 

  



 

  



 

 

 

Click on the PowerPoint and you can view the student Presentation 

  



 
 

  



Economic ConceptVocabulary/ Economic Concepts from 

lessons taught during this semester 

The Profit Puzzle 

Accounting profit 

Economic Profit 

Costs of Production 

 

Mystery Almanac 

Productive resources 

Economic system 

Natural resources 

Human resources  

Capital Goods 

Human capital and investment in human capital 

Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 

Per capita gross domestic product 

 

The T-rrific T’s Company:  Production Decisions 

Productive resources 

Natural resources 

Human resources 

Capital resources 

Productivity 

Investment in capital goods 

 

 

 

Mutual (and Comparative) advantages 

Exchange (trade) 

Specialization 

Opportunity Cost 



Comparative Advantage 

 

Frontier Specialists 

Specialization 

Exchange 

Interdependence 

Absolute and comparative advantage 

 

Why Trade Money 

Foreign exchange 

Exchange rate 

Currency appreciation 

Currency depreciation 

 

How Many Should We Sell? 

Supply 

Quantity supplied 

Price 

Nonprice determinants of Supply 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



III Vita 
 

I started teaching in 1976 in a second grade class, in the middle of the year in a 

classroom where there had not been lessons plans written since November. 

I continued to teach second grade in Long Beach for ten years, conducted state 

workshops, and served on the Mississippi Public Broadcasting Teacher Committee. 

I went to Pearlington School in Hancock Count for an excited assignment. At the time 

only ½ of their 8th graders continued to high school.   

I left public school  teaching  and went to work for Silver Burdett and Ginn  Publishers 

as a regional consultant for elementary math and science.  After seven year, I starting 

teaching In the Pulaski-Little Rock Schools in sixth grader as part of a6 teacher team 

who wrote and taught a 1-6 curriculum for the National Science Foundation.  Our work 

was published nationally.  I was asked to join the curriculum team at the Arkansas State 

Department of Education.  This team worked with schools on the low end of academics. 

After five years I moved back to Mississippi due to health reasons and family. 

I took a year off and then in 1999 I was hired by the Bay Waveland School District as a 

first grade teacher.  When I transferred my teaching certificate here, I was certified in K-

8 and 7- 12 in English, Journalism, Math, Science, with pre-school credentials.  After a 

year of i1ts grade, I got a call from the Special Education Director wanting me to change 

jobs, even though we had been in school a month asking me transfer to gifted and take 

5 courses to become certificated.   I agreed. 

In my quest for different lesson subjects and materials from the regular classroom I 

started with subjects I had materials for teaching and things I could get interested in 

teaching economics.   I received letter from Paul Grimes  



My economics education started as a classroom middle school teacher attending the 

first Focus of the Economy at Mississippi.  I was the only middle school teacher and it 

was Pam Smith’s first day on the job..  I had taken one economics class in college.  I 

was not what you would call prepared.  However, teaching intellectually gifted in grade 

6-8 and creating all my materials and lessons and units, economics held the element of 

surprise and challenge for my students and myself. 

I jumped right in with materials I had from the forum.  I did Stock Market game training 

in state and represented the state at national SMG meeting.  I got other gifted teachers 

to get involved..  MSCEE offered workshops and I kept building resources. 

Katrina came along and wiped out my twenty plus years of materials. That year 2007, I 

was named International Middle School Teacher of the year by the Global Association 

for Teachers of Economics (GATE) as part of the National Economic Conference.  Later 

Pam Smith was asked by the national economic board to come to New York and bring 

me to speak on teacher needs in the area of economic s education. 

Along with eleven teachers nationwide, I was selected to represent the United States 

Secretary of State and the national economic council and work with twelve counterparts 

worldwide for a training and writing in Romania. For three weeks.  That was a winning 

year because I won the Thad Cochran Award. 

Chosen from teachers in 6 counties in 2008, I was selected to be one of the five winners 

of the prestigious Leo Seal Teaching Excellence award for a proposed class activity and 

grant of $1500.  In 2009, 2012, and 2013 I was awarded the Best Practice  

in Economic Education Lesson Plan for Middle School.  . 

 



In 2008, I won the Lesson Plan of the Year from the New Orleans branch of the Atlanta 

Federal Reserve.  We added to what we knew and could do by winning the Middle 

School Investor Education Lesson Plan Contest presented by MSCEE.  

In 2009, 2012, and 2013 I was awarded First Place in the Best Practice in Economic 

Education Lesson Plan for Middle School. 

Teaching the Stock Market, Elder Fraud, and the Online Challenge are already starting 

in my classroom.   With assistance from Allie, Kristie, Pam, and Selena, my association 

with MSCEE has been wonderful with wonderful results in my classroom. 
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